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Designing with Grasses shows gardeners not just what grasses are available, but how to design
with grasses in different settings, including meadows, lawns, green roofs, and more. Design
ideas are supported by carefully devised maintenance techniques, design checklists that make
designing achievable by gardeners of all ability levels, and lists of grasses best for a variety of
situations, including low-maintenance, drought-tolerant alternatives to the traditional lawn
grasses and grasses suitable for green roofs and erosion control. An encyclopedic A to Z of
grasses includes profiles with information on growth and care.

“This clearly written and well-designed book will appeal to landscape designers and gardeners.
Two green thumbs up!” —Library Journal“A directory of grasses and grasslike plants is a useful
reference.” —Landscape Architecture“[The author's] knowledge combined with technical advice
and great photography make this an inspirational book, suitable for all keen gardeners.” —The
Garden About the AuthorNeil Lucas is a world authority on ornamental grasses, owner of Dorset-
based Knoll Gardens, Royal Horticultural Society council member and senior judge, author, and
holder of ten consecutive Chelsea Flower Show gold medals. He founded The Knoll Gardens
Foundation to further test wildlife gardening principles. Lucas runs regular masterclasses,
lectures internationally, and makes television appearances.
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Pages 7 - 10 are not included in this sample. Pages 23 - 264 are not included in this
sample.           

Grasses: Versatile Partners for Uncommon Garden Design The Encyclopedia of Grasses for
Livable Landscapes The Layered Garden: Design Lessons for Year-Round Beauty from
Brandywine Cottage Gardens of the High Line: Elevating the Nature of Modern Landscapes
Planting Design: Gardens in Time and Space
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Dianne Allen, “Worth it!. I haven't read this book thoroughly, but what I have read is very good.
The pictures are outstanding and in color.”

allanbecker-gardenguru, “As Important as Perennials. Ornamental grasses have been slowly
influencing the works of garden designers in a stealth manner. At first, we noticed them planted
in Mediterranean-style gardens in South West USA, where drought filled summers are common.
Then we began to see them in the prairie meadows of the Mid West. Eventually, they were
included in revolutionary and boundary-breaking designs of public spaces in the North and
North East. In tandem with these developments has been the rise in profile of grass-filled
meadow gardens as an optional replacement for resource-depleting lawns.Today, ornamental
grasses are considered as significant as perennials. Several publications have been written
about designing with these plants and it is only a coincidence that, of them all, Neil Lucas' book
has crossed my path.The author is a nine-time, award winning ornamental grass specialist, who
lectures around the world. He is also the owner of Knoll Gardens, a nursery and show garden,
specializing in grasses, located in Dorset England. While many photographers are able to
deliver the beauty of individual grasses, Mr. Lucas takes that art to a higher level by capturing
the spirituality created by grasses when they are combined in a composition of other plants.
Even though it is not a coffee table book, this publication delivers, on a smaller scale, the
powerful photography fix that most gardeners crave.According to Mr. Lucas, the rising
importance of ornamental grasses mirrors contemporary expectations that one ought to be able
to create successful gardens with less effort than in the past. These plants are helpful in that
regard. Their adaptability to a wide range of climates and growing conditions allows them to
contribute more to a garden's success, using fewer plants and less labor.In addition, ornamental
grasses work to complement other plants as they supply form, structure and movement to the
garden. Their versatility makes them adaptable to grow in sandy or clay soils, in sun or shade, in
dry or wet areas, and under trees.The author elaborates on the multi-purposeful contribution of
grasses to garden design. He discusses how their color and lasting form give a garden year-
round continuity and how both their texture and shape add character. We also learn that grasses
have the ability to capture the wind, thereby creating movement and sound in the garden.Mr.
Lucas further highlights the effectiveness of grasses as design elements by describing how they
influence static foundation plants with their movement and how they help to soften the straight-
edge boundaries of hedges and hardscapes. It is fascinating to learn that when grass plumage
captures the rising and setting sun, they transform sunlight into a design element.Also
discussed in detail, are the conditions under which grasses will thrive and the varieties that
perform best in each of the different growing environments. These include, sun baked, gravel
and drought conditions, woodland and shade, wet and waterside positions, pots and containers,
erosion control, habitat restoration, green roofs, rain gardens, and native gardens.Specific tools



for maintenance are suggested and advice is offered for the care of many classifications of
grasses, such as deciduous, summer dormant, evergreen, and semi evergreen. In addition,
there are tips for maintaining meadows, lawns, green roofs, container-grown grasses as well as
propagation. Finally, the author supplies a beautifully illustrated directory of grasses and grass-
like perennials with technical information for no less than 450 plants. Some garden books inspire
us with words, others with images. This publication does both.”

Wiltshire Bookworm, “Designed to Convert and Delight. I've always had a bit of a struggle with
ornamental grasses. Too much tackling couch, then a highly invasive zebra grass at our first
house have put me off them somewhat. Then my garden here goes from deep shade through to
Mediterranean in just a few steps, so I haven't really managed to see how they'd fit into my
current garden either.But then I started reading Designing with Grasses. The author Neil Lucas
owns Knoll Gardens in Dorset, famed for its grass specialism. He has a deep understanding of
grass communities both in the wild and in cultivation, so is the ideal person to showcase exactly
what they can do for a garden. He's very much an advocate of 'right plant right place' and as
there are species found in every area of the world, he's confident they have an important role to
play in all kinds of situations.In the book Neil shows us both natural and planted grassland
communities which provide structure for just as long as the more familiar pernnials and shrubs,
with the added bonus of movement to boot. They're also low-maintenance, tough and provide
food and shelter for wildlife. There's lots of well chosen photographs illustrating their versatility
and just how diverse this plant group is. I felt my prejudices beginning to crumble.On top of all
this, Neil describes the making of the Decennium border at Knoll, designed to show-off grasses
in a naturalistic style, which is a marked departure from our more traditional looking flowerbeds.
Instead of the border being at its best for just one season, it's designed to provide interest for a
much longer period without the need for staking or dead heading. The resulting combination of
grasses with perennials photographed over the growing season well into winter opened my eyes
to the possibilities.There then follows a multitude of recommendations for particular situations
such as pots; sun-baked, gravel and drought; woodland and shade; or wet and waterside. Then
everything is brought bang up to date by considering particular 'jobs' grasses are good for:
erosion control, habitat restoration and green roofs to name but three. Whilst I was reading these
chapters and drooling over the photographs, I suddenly found myself looking out the window at
our front lawn and thinking 'hmmm Hakonechloa (a rather attractive clumping grass) would look
rather good there'.A massive chunk of the second half of the book is the Directory of Grasses
and Grass-Like Plants which describe hundreds of possibilities and where they will do best.
Notes on their maintenance and a handy guide to planting densities means I will be able to start
growing my grasses with confidence once I take the plunge.In summary, Designing with Grasses
is the definitive guide to the successful growing of this most varied group of plants.NB this was
first reviewed on Amazon.co.uk”



The IT Man, “Quite Simply a Brilliant Book. As a keen amateur gardener I was looking for an
extensive book, specifically on grasses, to add to my growing collection.Frankly, I could not be
more pleased with this book. I had read the glowing reviews from others and they are well
founded. It is clear that Neil Lucas is absolutely an expert, if not the leading one in this field.This
book is really well laid out. It has marvellous pictures, perfectly balanced with easily readable
and well laid out text, arranged in very helpful sections. And towards the end of most sections
there is a list of the suggested grasses for a particular condition or set of conditions. It also has a
very comprehensive glossary and one that I am already finding a real help in honing my choice
to a particular species or cultivar.Did I say how pleased I was with this purchase (?) :-)”

Mrs. Jl Waddington, “Very informative. I wanted to plant a 'Grass Garden' but wasn't sure how to
go about it and what type of grasses would be best. This book gave me all the information I
needed in an easy to understand style. My garden is now planted and thanks to this book it
looks amazing.”

Kib, “Great. My intentions of planting up lots of grasses were quickly reigned in when the rabbits/
hares/??? ate my first purchases. Good book though. Great illustrations. However it is now on
the shelf, but I think I will refer to it in the future when I try again - as Grazers solution works well
if it doesn't rain too often.”

mr c d howell, “Excellent. Only had this book for two days but I can safely say it's superb.
Beautifully photographed, well written and very informative. I've recently been tasked with
regenerating a very large grass garden and think the book's content will be extremely helpful.”

The book by Neil Lucas has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 79 people have provided feedback.
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